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MOTOREYCLE 


WORLD MX 
CHAMP TO 
RACE IN NZ. 


Gaston Rahier, 


the 1975 world 125cc moto cross 


champion, is to race in New Zealand in November. 


Rahier, a works Suzuki 
rider from Belgium, is to 
compete in the Hutt Valley 
club's | Suzuki-sponsored 
event on November 30. He 
will be racing in Australia 
before that date and is 
expected to remain in this 
country for the weekend of 
November 29/30 only — 
although there is a possib- 
Ility that the world champ- 
lon could take part in a 
meeting that is scheduled 
for November 29 as well as 
the Hutt club's meeting on 
the 30th. 

Confirmation of Rahier's 
entry for the Hutt club’s 


- meeting came. on August 
26 after Percy Coleman and 
( 


Co Ltd, the national Suzuki 
Importers, had arranged to 
bring Rahier 
Australia. 

The inclusion of Rahier 
on the list of entries for the 
meeting must rank the 
occasion as one of the 
biggest moto cross events 
held in NZ In recent years. 
No other major events’ are 
planned for this date so the 
majority of the country's 
top moto crossers_ will 
Probably be taking part. In 
addition, the publicity 
value of Rahier’s appear- 
ance will undoubtedly be 
feflected in the number of 
Spectators. 

At this stage it is not 


over from 


known what capacity of 
machines the world champ- 
ion will ride. The ‘obvious 
choice would be one of the 
new RM 125 Suzuki's which 
recently arrived in this 
country, but it should also 
be remembered that Rahier 
was fifth in the 1974 250cc 
world championships. 

The meeting is being 
sponsored by Wellington 
region Suzuki dealers and 
is to be called the Suzuki 
1000 Moto Cross. It's likely 
that it will be staged at 
Queen Elizabeth Park, 
Paekakariki, but this has 
yet to be finalised. 

Apart from the appear- 
ance of Rahier and the 
$1000 prize money, there 
will’ be added attractions 
for riders and spectators. 
There will be a big trophy 
for the overall winner of the 
main events; 
RV75 will be offered as a 
gate prize (both spectators 
and participants will. be 
eligible); and the club is 
looking into the possibility 
of providing amenities for 
children, such as round- 
about, etc, as an added 


attraction for family 
groups. 
Entry forms for this 


exciting meeting will be 
available in a future issue 
of NZMCN — watch for it! 


ems Of 
Interest From 
The Roading 
Symposium 


Alcohol could have an even greater effect on riding or 


driving ability than is common! 
ed to the Roading Symposium, 
August, Mr J.E. Sanderson, seni 


ly believed. In a paper present- 
held in Wellington during 
ior research officer for the 


Ministry of Transport, pointed out that the effects of hang- 
overs have hardly been touched upon in investigations into 
the relationship between drinking and driving. 


The paper said that, 
generally, when discussing 
drinking and driving, 
investigations are concerned 


with drivers who have 

alcohol in their blood, 
Very little thought is 

given to the driver who has 


a Suzuki ~ 


ii a a ee 
AFFILIATION FOR SIDEGAR ASSOC. 


The stage is set for the affiliation of the New Zealand Sidecar Racing Association to the 


New Zealand A.C.U. 


The A.C.U. has indicated it will accept the association’s affiliation this month. This will 
mean the association will be able to issue competition licences and probably do its own 
scrutineering at race meetings. Just as important, the association will now have a voice at 


conferences. 


«+. Where most of the decisions are made which affect road racing. The 


Association has hired the Manfeild course for a day's practice next month. Members of the 
association will be able to spend the day (September 20) putting in some practice for the 
coming season...... which is sure to be a strong one for the chairs. 

__The association's committee has decided on the meetings which will make up the assoc- 
iation championship for the year. They are the five Marlboro series meetings plus races at 
Hawkesbury, Gisborne, Hamilton and Levin or Ruapuna. 


(Report p. 10) 


Island trials scene by winning the second round of the CD trials series. Power moved to Wellington in August. 


metabolised all the alcohol 
in his bloodstream but is 
still suffering from the 
effects of his drinking bout. 

But investigations have 
shown that performance can 
be impaired up to several 
hours after the blood level 
has become zero, due to 
changes of mood and mental 
efficiency, including effects 
on the central nervous 
system, eg in functioning of 
the eyes. 

“Here we have a whole 
new ball-game,”’ says the 
paper. ‘’A negative result 
for alcohol does not 
prove sobriety or fitness for 
driving. 

“If the hangover effect is 
taken into consideration, 
alcohol must be assumed to 
play an even more important 
part in traffic accidents than 
was previously thought.” 


ROAD SIGNS REVIEWED 

Too many, or too complex 
signs defeat their own object, 
according to a paper 
presented to the Roading 
Symposium. 

The author, Mr D.L. 
Perry, general manager of 
the Auckland AA, reviewed 
the effectiveness of road 
signs and suggested areas for 
future investigation and 
progress. 

Signs have to attract 
attention. In the early days 
of motoring signs were 
worded longer as slower 
speeds allowed more reading 
time. At today's speeds word- 
ing must be brief, clear and 
distinctive. 

The paper says the value 
for New Zealand of signs 
with symbols rather than 
words is limited. 


As an isolated country 
with no multi-lingual prob- 
lems traditional word signs 
presented no disadvantage. 

But the overseas trend to 
symbolic signs could not be 
dismissed entirely. Some sym- 
bol signs have gained wide 
acceptance and the ‘‘children” 
symbol is to be introduced 
progressively in this country 
while others may follow. 


PROBLEMS OF CITY 
TRAFFIC PLANNING 
Restrictions may have to 
be placed on city centre 
traffic in order to keep flows 
to levels that can be manag- 
ed. 
This is one conclusion in 
a paper presented at the 
Roading Symposium in 
Wellington, (August 19-22). 
The paper, by Mr G.G. 
Dunn, design engineer, 
Dunedin City Engineer’s 
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Department, reviewed ways 
of accommodating peak flows. 

Peak hour flows deter- 
mine the basic design of any 
traffic system and the aim of 
planning is to increase the 
system capacity or to contol 
the traffic level to give good 
service. 

The urban motorway has 
problems and the construct- 
ion of new or widened 
streets and intersections can 
suffer from related draw- 
backs. 

Improving traffic network 
efficiency has been success- 
ful in New Zealand and one- 
way systems, signal systems, 
reversible lanes and area con- 
trol have all attracted interest 
Parking restrictions are also 
widely used. 

The alternative to these 
methods of increasing the 
capacity of a system is to 
limit the peak-hour flow. 


Cont. on Pg. 3 
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The national roading symposium held in Wellington during 
August provided a golden opportunity for somebody to bring 
to the surface the special problems which motor cyclists 
experience on our roads. But in the whole collection of 
Papers presented and discussed at the symposium, ranging in 
topics from bridge building to sign erection, precious little 
information of particular reference to two-wheelers sur- 
faced, 

Significantly, perhaps, about the only mention of motor 
cycles came in a paper which dealt with road accidents and 
deaths. We hope to elaborate on this paper in the next issue 
of NZMCN. 

Even the occasional subject which did touch on something 
of interest to us - for instance, there was brief mention of 
the skid resistance of road markings - was not followed up. 

Evidently, there was some discussion on ways of 
persuading people to use less gasoline - but, again, no ment- 
ton of motor cycles. It’s enough to make you feel positively 
inferior. 

As one paper observed, ‘“The motorist has to be convinced 
that he is obtaining the best value today for his road taxes’’. 
That goes for motor cyclists, too. 


Calenoar 


SEPTEMBER 


7 Marlborough club’s Peter Brown memorial mx, Seddon; Napier 
club’s trial; Tauranga club’s mx at Rangiuru Rd, Te Puke; 
Ohehunga club’s mx; Nelson club‘s mx. 

14 ~=Napier club’s mx at Matapiro Station; Third round Central 
Disticts trial champs (Wairarapa); Marlborough club's trial, Weld 
Pass; Pioneer club’s non-experts’ trial; Papakura club’s experts’ 
trial. Central HB club’s trial; Whangarei club’s mx; South 
Waikato club’s mx (near Tokoroa). 

20 North Island 350cc beach champs at Kariotahi (Papakura club). 

21 5th round NZ trials champs (Nelson club); Whangarei club’s 
trial; C.H.B. club's mx; Wairarapa club’s Min TT. 

27 NZ Junior TT at Castrol road races, Pukekohe (Auckland club); 
Whangarei club’s hill climb; Marlborough club’s flying %, 
Waihopi Valley. 

28 North Shore club’s enduro at Riverhead; Hamilton club’s trial, 
inc Waikato B-grade series. 
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Sir, 

lam after a bit of 
information. 

| have an XL250 Honda 
which | want to hot up and 
| was wondering if any of 
your readers would have 
any handy hints or ideas 
on the subject. 

| would be grateful for 
any help. 


J.R. Mackenzie 
Dunedin 


Your best bet is probably 
to write to Martyn Bayliss 
at Blue Wing Honda, 
Private Bag, Otahuhu, 
Auckland. If you don’t 
mind splashing out a few 
dollars you might like to 
send overseas for a big 
bore kit. K.J. Rew Ltd, of 
Wellington are bringing in 
Yoshimura performance 
equipment [it should be 
here in mid September] 
and they say that the first 
batch includes stuff for the 
XL250, although full kits 
may not be available for 
about three months. Blue 
Wing may also be able to 
help you with Powroll kits. 
But your first move should 
be to cut down your bike’s 
weight. 

Do any readers have any 


ee 


$1275. For the past year we 
have been ripped off by 
dealers charging $1178 for 
Honda XL 250s, $1229 for 
Yamaha DT250As and 
$1356 for Yamaha 
DT360A's. Considering the 
engine characteristics and 
performance of the Cooper 
and the price of Japanese 
250s. | would say the 
Cooper is competitive and 
not expensive. 

More coverage of 
motocross events and 
notification of large 
motocross events in your 
magazine would be 
appreciated. 


suggestions? L. Goodwin 
-Editor Auckland 
Fair enough. We said itis 
CALENDAR “fairly expensive” but also 
Sir, went on to say “your 


money gives you a better 
250 than any Japanese 
model currently selling 
here”. Incidentally, the 
prices you quote are now 
out of date. We checked 
with local dealers and 


Could you, as Editor of 
this fine magazine, do abit 
of jumping up and down to 
N.Z. Motor cycle club 
secretaries. Howa 
magazine of this standard 
can.have such.a poor. 
sporting calendar eludes 
me. There must be 
meetings of all types held 
all over N.Z. every 
weekend, but the only ones 
people normally hear about 
are the ones in their own 
area. 

Sure, you have done your 
best in the past with the 
limited information 
supplied. We Kiwis are big 
in the world of Motor 
Cycling for the size of our 
country and | think our 
sporting calendar would be 
impressive considering our 
population, so what about 
getting these club 
secretaries to stop hiding 
them. | for one am prepared 
to travel to a meeting that 
suits me and | feel sure that 
a lot of other riders feel the 
same way. 

Besides, you do not 
receive entries for all 
meetings, so if they were 
published in a sporting 
calendar you could write 
for one. My own interest lie 
In road races, sprints, hill 
climbs and beach racing, 
but this letter applies to all 
forms of motor cycle sport. 


now selling at $1268 in 
Wellington, and the two 
Yamaha’s you mention are 
on specials — the DT250A 
at $995 and the DT360A at 
$1196 — although the 
figures you mention have 
been correct in the past. 
The new DT250B is $1334 
and the DT400 is $1493. 
Editor 


IN DEFENSE OF 
PRODUCTION RACING 


» Dear Sir, 


I'm stung into action by 
the reported comments of 
Mr Malcolm MacGregor, 
co-ordinator for the 
Marlboro Series. On page 
one of the July 16 issue of 
NZMCN 
was unlikely that any 
production machine events 
would be held atthe 
Wanganul round — 
evidently because of the 
dangers inherent in the 
course and the big flelds 
that could be expected.” 

What an incredible 
Statement! Doesn't he 
realise that all racing is 
dangerous? Surely it would 


E. Cudby be obvious to the greenest 

Upper Hutt tryo that a road circuit with 
railway lines, narrow road, 

COOPER COST bad camber and uneven 


Sir, Surface Is inherently 

What do you mean by dangerous. And he would 
saying that the Cooper 250 _—ride accordingly, 
Enduro is expensive at This is the stuff of which 


found thatthe Xt250 ts" 


he said that... “it 


good racing is made. 
Racing Is not just going 
fast, it's certainly not . 
feeling safe, it's skIll, guts 
and hard work, tempered 

by judgement. And this 
course calls forall that. 

| wonder if Mr MacGregor 
thinks that riders of 
production machines have 
little or none of the above 
qualities? Often the riders 
of racing and production 
machines are one and the 
same people! 

Perhaps it's not the 
people, just the machines: 
this is the point of 
production racing — to r 
improve the breed with the : 
feed-back from racing 
experience. 

So, it’s not the riders or 
the bikes? Ah! Then it must 
be the number of entries 
expected. Has Mr 
MacGregor never heard of 
limiting entries? Simple, 
isn't it? 

Why do we have to put 
up with lame excuses for 
dropping one of the best 
events from one of the 
most interesting courses 
raced with the most 
popular type of bike? This 
is what | believe the vast 
majority of people come to 
see. I've been to this event 
for some 25 years. 

Admittedly, the sponsor 
has changed, but I'll tell 
you one thing. If this race 
is dropped, I'll be changing 
my brand of smokes. 
“Production Machine” 
Palmerston North 

(Name and address 
supplied) 


If you have any grievance it 
is with the Wanganui Club 
and not Malcolm 
MacGregor. The 
participating clubs of the 
Marlboro series are 
responsible for their own. 
programme of events, no 
doubt with due regard for 
the sponsor's wishes which 
would centre on the 
Marlboro rounds proper. | 
personally agree that it 
would be a great pity to see 
the production races axed 
from the programme but 
the structure of the 
Marlboro series at present 
means that it is for the 
individual clubs alone to 
determine their 
programmes. Mr 
MacGregor simply told 

NZMCN of the Wanganui 

club's intentions and # 
offered an explanation for +: 
their decision. However, j 
Don Cosford, aspokesman 
for the Wanganui club, told 
NZMCN that the decision, 
to drop the production 
Taces [and the 125cc event] ~ 
was taken because “there 
simply was not room for 4 
them on the programme. 1 
We're running 13 races— 2 
three intemationals, three 
sidecars, and threeforeach ~ 
of the 250’s, 350’s and 3 
500’s. We have to have the 
streets open again by 4.30 
Pm and it’s no use asking 7 
guys to come from all over — 
the country just for one 


i 
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NORIONS 


GHATIENGE 


The recent decision to close down the Norton factory at 
Wolverhampton has cast a giant shadow over the future of 
several NVT projects. One of these projects is the Norton 
‘Challenge’ — an engine which has been designed in 


conjunction with Cosworth 


Engineering, whose engines 


have dominated Formula One car racing for over 10 years. 


The ‘Challenge’ is intend- 
ed to be a dual-purpose 
unit. Initially, it will be tried 
as a 115hp racing engine 
but there is also expected 
to be a detuned 75hp road 
version. 


engine relies on well-prov- 
en components from Form- 
ula One engines. It is a four 
stroke, twin-overhead- 
camshaft unit with four 
valves per cylinder. Bore 


increased to 86 mm to give 
a capacity of 1000 cc if 
desired. 

The unit is balanced by 
two Lanchester balance 
shafts and cooling is by 
water. The configuration 
was chosen for compact- 
nesS, light weight and 
relatively low cost of 
Production compared to 
more complicated - multi- 
cylinder designs. 

Water cooling is preferr- 
ed because It should result 
in a quieter and more 
reliable engine. 

The four-valve combus- 
tion chamber has been 
adopted to provide increas- 
ed power potential and to 
give a clean exhaust for the 
eventual road version. 

Drive to the camshafts 
and to the rear balance 
shaft is by rubber toothed 
belt. Pistons, valves, cams 
and valve springs all follow 


The primary drive is 
unusual. A gear on the left 
side of the engine drives 
the forward balance shaft. 
This doubles as an engine 
shock absorber and trans- 
fers the drive to the right 
hand side of the engine. 

There, an inverted tooth 
chain (running backwards) 
transfers the drive to the 
clutch and the five speed 
gearbox. This layout 
provides a mounting point 
for the alternator where 
required. 

Provision has been made 
for a fully enclosed rear 
Chain using gaiters to cover 
the top and bottom chain 
runs. A pivot for the rear 
swinging arm is cast into 
the crankcase behind the 
gearbox and above the oil 
compartment. 

The crankshaft is a one- 
Piece casting supported in 
two plain bearings. The 
central: flywheel is integral 
with the shaft. 


and stroke are 86 mm x 64 Cosworth Formula One 
The upper half of the mm but stroke can be practice. 
~ 


Sir, 

lam an instructor for the 
N.Z. Motorcycle Assn's 
rider training school in 
Wellington, and would like 
to comment on your road 

, test of the Suzuki GT550L 

(Vol. 3, No. 14, July 16). 

Your tester pointed out 
that the front brake was 
hardly worn while the rear 
brake was almost worn out 
— suggesting thatthe * 
owner had been advised 
Not to use it for fear of 
doing a front wheel stand! 
He also went on to say, in 
effect, that anyone with 
enough knowledge of 
physics would know that it 
is impossible to do a front 
wheel stand ona 
motorcycle. Under normal 


ewlyres 


| 


operating conditions it is 
impossible, but not all 
motorcyclists have 


a 


rom 


be in the 
he British motor cycle industry might 

Sees Britain’s two main motor cycle tyre manufactur- 
ers Dunlop and Avon, have announced new ranges for two 


wheelers. 


Dunlop's new range, 
called “Red Arrows” have 
been designed to meet the 


needs of machines of 500cc _ 


capacity and over. The 
‘feat Ne is a 19 inch 
(480mm) ribbed cross-ply 
tyre while the rear is an 18 
Inch (460mm) blas-belted 
tyre, braced with a new 
man-made fibre called Forti 
flex. The rear tyre Is bellev- 


ed to be the first bias 
belted tyre marketed for 
production machines. Dun- 
lop claims that rear tyre 
mileage potential has been 
Improved by up to 20% by 
the use of the belts which 
help to overcome tread 
distortion and stabilise the 
tyre during cornering and 
braking. 

Avon's “Roadrunner” Is 


\ aes 
Dunlop & 


“enough knowledge of 
physics” to know it. 
About three years ago, at 


suitable for both front and 
rear-wheels, being of low 
profile shape. Several 
police forces are interested 
in the tyre, which is made 
of high hysteresis rubber 
with chunky reinforced 
shoulder blocks for reduc- 
ed wear when cornering. 
Although Avon's marketing 
manager has said that at 
this stage the factory has 
no plans to re-enter circuit 
racing with the “Road- 
runner", he says it should 
be an outstanding success 
in this fleld. 


a Road Accident Trauma 
Seminar, a well-known 
surgeon commented on 
“folk-lore” tuition given to 
motorcyclists by their 
friends. For example, while 
playing at being Agostini, 
“friend” runs out of road 
while cornering and brakes 
heavily, locking his front 
wheel with drastic results. 
After this he is wary of the 
fronf brake and tells new 
motorcyclist friends not to 
use it. He is wrong, as in 
most situations — because 
of weight transfer etc. — 
the front brake is far more 
effective than the rear one. 
Using the front brake hard 
while over your head ina 
corner is ano-no, but 
extending this experience 
into other riding situations 
is to my mind an even 
bigger one. 

Results that | have seen 
of “folk-lore” tuition played 
a large part in my decision 
to get involved in training 
schools and | am sure other 
instructors have similar 
feelings. 

Braking is a complex 
subject that has many 
variables, ranging from 
weather conditions to rider 
reaction time. In 99% of 
riding situations it is 
impossible to do a front 
wheel stand, but very 
occasionally a set of 
circumstances will arise 
that makes it possible. 

Enclosed isa 
photograph taken at one of 
our courses... it's apity 
the look on the riders face 
can't be seen. | can assure 
readers that the feeling you 
get in this situation is one 
of total insecurity! | must 
stress that in 10 years of 
motorcycling, | have not 
seen this done before and 
don't expect to see it again, 
at least not under normal 
conditions. 

This particular machine 
would lift its rear wheel 
when braked viciously with 


the front brake only from 10 


ori12m.p.h., but under 
normal use, or from higher 
or lower speeds, there was 
no indication of anything 
unusual. Varlous factors 
probably lead to this 
phenomenon; a poorly 
adjusted brake, soft fork 
springs, Under inflated 
front tyre etc. 

Yours sincerely, 

Steven Cook 

WELLINGTON 


AZMOn 
POCO 
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The cost of New Zealand 
Motor Cycle News has been 
increased from 25 cents to 
40 cents from this issue. 

Itisnot a thing we 
relish doing because we rea- 
lise it may hit hard at the 
pockets of our loyal support- 
ers. 

But it is the same for a 
magazine as it is for any other 
business that to get ahead 
and plan for ever better 
material at the very least 
reasonable profitability must 
be aimed at and maintained. 

When we started, 25 cents 
provided us with a reason- 
able income but that was 
two years ago. Have your 
wages been static for two 
Years? Really we should 
have increased the price six 
months ago but we held it 
as long as we could. 

Existing subscribers will 
continue to receive the 
magazine until their sub- 
scription (at the 25 cent 
cover price) runs out. And 
we are offering to new 
subscribers a chance to pur- 
chase a years subscription at 
the old rate - $6.00 - by 
using the coupon in this 
magazine and in the next 
issue. After that all annual 
subscriptions will be at the 
new rate of $9.60. 

DAVID HALL 
@eee0000200000 
Cont. from Pg. 1 

Ideally, construction of 
new roads would solve peak- 

hour problems, says the 
paper. But financial, plan- 
ning and aesthetic consider- 
ations all work against this. 

Improving efficiency was 
the next option, but the 
success of this was limited. 

“Unless further efficient 
techniques are evolved it 
appears that recourse will 
be necessary to restraint sys- 
tems to keep flows to num- 
bers that can be handled.” 
says the paper. 
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PERRY 
MOTOR 
CYCLES 
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173 GREAT SOUTH ROAD, 
GREENLANE, AUCKLAND 


Phone 548159 


NZ distributor. for 


Try us for... 

HARD TO GET PARTS 
SPEEDWAY J.A.P. SPARES 
VILLIERS SPARES [including 
new engines) 

HOBBY SCOOTER PARTS 
{Including belts) 

NORTON MANX— SOME 
PARTS UP TO 1958 

AMC SPARES UP TO 1964 
NORTON COMMANDO NEW 
AND USED SPARES 
VINCENT SPARES — NEW 
ZEALAND DISTRIBUTOR 


ALSO 
SUZUKI AND HONDA SPARES 
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HONDA. SPARES 
For All Models up to 100cc 
Prompt Mail Order Service 


RONNIE MOORE 
843 Colombo Street Christchurch 
Telephone 50182 


Kawasaki 


Prompt Mail Order Service 
Largest Spares stocks in the 


South tsland, 
NORJO MOTORS 
239 Riccarton Rd Christchurch 4 
Telephone 43-493 L.M.V.D. 


i, Sa)—CO«N 


KONI HONDA 
You've got the best 
bike. Now fit the best 
shock absorbers CB750 - 
CB500 - CB450 - CB360 - 
CB350 F - CB350 Twin 
CB200. $66.74 pair. 
SIDI MX BOOTS 


We still havo: some left in size 8 
and 9, $78.00 plus $1.00 postage. 


H.B. MOTOR CYCLES 
LTD. 

Hasting St., Napier 

Phone 54205 


Yuasa power, 
for whirlwinds 
on wheels. 


‘Yuasa batteries. 

Powerful and dependable, and made to 
stay that way whatever the action. 

Which is. why they're standard equipment 
(on several famous name motor bikes. 

Battenes have been Yuasa's business for 
more than 50 years. 

We've got a whole lat going for you 


Distributed by 
LAURIE 


SUMMERS 
ACCESSORIES 


55 Upper Queen Street, 
Auckland 1 
St. Asaph St, Chu tehurch 


This will be in the Dutch 
round of the Formula 750 
championship at Assen on 
September 6 and 7. 

Up on cloud nine after 
his fantastic second placing 
to U.S. star Kenny Roberts 
in the Laguna Seca inter- 
national, Boote now believ- 
es he is more than ready to 
take on the best in Europe 
on even terms, He always 
intended to go to Europe 
but was thinking more in 
terms of next year. 

What made it possible for 
him to go now was the 
$3000 prize money he won 
at Laguna Seca. Even 
though he feels he can give 
agood account of himself 
at Assen, this trip is more of 
an exploratory nature for 
later full-scale world champ- 
ionship bids — probably in 
the 250 and 500cc classes. 

At Assen, Boote will 
come up against the legend- 
ary Italian Giacomo Agost- 
ini (Yamaha) and the brill- 
iant newcomer, Venezuelan 
Yamaha rider Johnny Cecot 
to. Also there will be works 
riders such as Britain’s Barry 
Sheene (Suzuki), who has 

already tied up the 750 
series, Suzuki works man 
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Gifted Christchurch international road racer John Boote 
changed his mind about rushing back from America to 
contest the remaining rounds of the Australian unlimited 
championship. Instead, he packed up his cantilever TZ750 
Yamaha and flew off to make his European debut. 


Tepi Lansivuori (Finland), 
Kawasaki works rider Barry 
Ditchburn (Britain), along 
with Jack Findlay (Austra- 
lia) and Patrick Pons (Fra- 
nce). 


After the Formula 750 
event, which will be decided 


On points over two 100-mile 
legs on different days, Boote 
hopes to compete in a meet- 
ing at Mallory Park (England) 
on September 14. 

Then he will fly back to 
America in time for practice 
on September 21 for the 

rich Ontario international in 
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| Boote Making European Debut In Holland 


Los Angeles. This will be . 
held on October 5 and 6, 

All this means, of course. 
that Boote will not contest 
the South East Asian series 
in September. After Ontario 
Boote is expected to return 
to New Zealand to prepare 
for the Marlboro series, 


i 


BELOW: Boote on his way to 2nd 
place at Laquna Seca. Photo: 
Friedman. gee 
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He (or she) is also proba- 
bly aware that the difference - 
often several hundred dollars 
on the larger machines - 
is due to the different taxes 
levied by the respective 
governments, 

However, a fact that is not 
well known is that due to 
New Zealand’s peculiar tax 
system, our Government act- 
ually receives more from the 
sale of a motorcycle than the 
overseas factory which manu- 
factures it! 

Australian taxes as regards 
[than those are much lower 


than those in this country but 


Any motorcyclist who reads overseas magazines will doubt- 
less have noticed that the machine he purchases in New Zeal 
and is considerably cheaper in Australia. 


that in itself is not the only 
reason for the extraordinary 
prices we pay for the mach- 
ines compared with our 
Australian counterparts. 

The main reason (another 
fact not generally realised by 
the motorcycling public) is 
the complicated method by 
which the two forms of tax 
(import duty and sales tax) 
are applied. 

It is this system which 
makes it impossible for 
many young people to afford 
one of the most economical 
forms of transport we have - 
despite the fact that the 
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Government is at present 
engaged in anextensive energy 
conservation campaign. 

The system applies to al- 
most all imported goods 
including cars, but this 
article shows only its effect 
on motorcycles. 

Australians pay no import 
duty on motorcycles over 
245cc (except for 6% on tyres 
and tubes from Britain and 
15% for tyres from other 
countries). Bikes under 245 
ce are not subject to duty if 
made in Britain or Canada 
and only 7.5% is levied on 
machines from other count- 
ries. Sales tax is only 15%. 

In comparison, New Zeal- 
anders are presently paying 
30.5% import duty on all 
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The all new Hallmark Bike Pack is secure, safe and sure, It can be reversed to 
provide room for a pillion passenger and can be used as a conventional pack when 
away from your motorcycle, Seo one at your motorcycle dealer soon, 


HALLMARK BIKE PACK. 


MANUFACTURED BY W.J. HALL (1971) LTD, P.O. BOX 5259, HAMILTON 
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except British bikes and a 
massive 40% salestaxonall  - 
motorcycles. 

But that is not the whole 
story. Under our-system we 
pay sales tax on the import 
duty! In other words the 
motorcyclist is being taxed 
40% on the taxes already 
payed for bringing 
the bike into the country. 

Everything in the end 
comes back to the motorcycl- 
ist - you, the consumer. Whole 
salers and retailers are business- 
men handling motorcycles to 
make a profit and you can be 
sure they will not give anything 
away for nothing. 

Any costs imposed on 
them will be passed on (witha 
percentage markup) and i 
the motorcyclist who must 
bear the financial brunt at the 
end of the line. 

As an example of how the: 
tax system multiplies the 
cost of a bike after it leaves 
the factory door, take the 
case of a hypothetical non- 

British machine which 

retails here for $2673. : 
: This figure, and the calculat- 
ions made from it, is for no 
particular model but it is the 


sort of price one can expect to 
pay for a large capacity 
touring machine nowadays. 
Import duty and sales tax 
are worked out on the curren 
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It used to be that touring riders who couldn’t afford or 
were disinclined to purchase their daily requirements en 
route had but two or three options open to them. They 
could rig their machines up with pannier bags — either of 
the plastic, fibreglass or canvas variety — or they could 
strap a tramper’s pack to thelr backs and have it sitting on 
the pillion part of the seat [not recommended if you're 
carrying a passenger]; or they could employ a system of 
tie-downs. string and sticky tape to secure their bundles to 


seat and sturdy carrier. 


Now, at least for owners 
of most Japanese mach- 
ines, the Hamilton firm of 
W.J. Hall Ltd., manu- 
facturers of outdoor living 


equipment, have come up 
with a very acceptable 
alternative. It's the Hall- 
mark Bike Pack, available 
for a wide range of 
Honda's Suzuki's and 
Yamaha's. 


The Bike Pack measures 
53 x 39 x 28 cm and slips 
over a tube frame which is 
Supplied complete with 
mounting instructions. The 
pack is made of a tough 
nylon material and sewn 


with rot-proof  terylene 
thread. There are four 
compartments — the main 
compartment, two side 


compartments and a rear 
compartment which can 
together carry a 40-Ib load. 
Versatility is the Bike 
Pack's chief virtue. It Is 
easily detached from the 
mounting frame and twin 


nylon straps allow the pack 
to be carried on one’s back 
when removed. For solo 
riding, the straps can be 
used to 

secure a sleeping bag, tent, 
or what-havé-you, as the 
pack can be mounted to 
face forward, resting on the 
pillion seat. 

If a pilllon passenger is 
taken along, the pack is 
mounted about face, 
behind the seat, so that 
while the pack can still be 
employed, it would be diff- 
Icult to use the straps or 
mounting extra equipment. 

The compartments are 
fastened by zips — nylon 
zips for the main and two 
side compartments and a 
metal zip at the rear. All 
zips are protected from the 
elements by close-fitting 
flaps and the zips them- 
selves are sturdy and 
rellable. Atop the pack 
there's another thick nylon 
Strap. 


The pack Is supplied with 
mounting hardware which 
necessitates the removal of 
existing grab rails and 
carriers. Where necessary, 
new mounting points for 
rear indicators are incorp- 
orated. Once the replace- 
ment horizontal tubes are 
fitted, either the large 
rectangular pack frame can 
be attached or, for everyday 
riding, a grab rail/parcel 
carrier can be fitted. Both 
attachments are included 
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in the kit. 
The manufacturers claim 
that the pack was 


thoroughly tested before 
being released on the 
market and has proved to 
be completely waterproof, 
even over 250 miles of torr- 
ential rain. Although a 
machine fitted with the 
pack loaded to capacity 


could be expected to give 
the machine a top-heavy 
feel at low speeds, the 
effect is much less obvious 
at above crawling speeds. 

This very welcome addit- 
ion to the accessories 
market is available in red 
or yellow “safety glo” 
colours at most retailers at 
a price of around $45. 


For the customiser or specials builder, star-type alloy 
wheels represent the ultimate in attention-grabbing. But 
there's a lot more to them than pretty looks. With their 
lighter weight and greater strength over wire spoke wheels, 


star-type alloy wheels 
improve handling. 


The American Yamaha 
team of riders, Kenny 
Roberts, Gene Romero and 
Don Castro last year 
employed star-type mag 
alloy wheels developed by 
former racing car builder, 
Carroll Shelby. The five- 
spoke products proved very 
successful and the result is 
that Shelby-Dowd Indust- 
ries have developed a 
second-generation version 
suitable for road bikes. 

Callender Motorcycles 
(Wholesale) Ltd, of New 
Plymouth, recently import- 
ed a batch of these wheels, 
suitable for four-cylinder 


reduce unsprung weight and 


Honda 500 or 750cc 
machines. The wheels are 
six-spoke design, machin- 
ed from one-piece alumin- 
jum alloy, but they have 
proved so popular that 
Callender's have only one 
set left for sale. However, 
another batch including 
wheels for Honda's, 
Kawasaki's and Suzuki's 
should be in New Zealand 
later this coming summer. 

The wheels are bolted on 
using the bike's original 
wheel bearings, axle, disc 
brake (at the front) and 
speedo drive components. 
The rear wheel comes 


complete with a Hurst/ 


Airheart disc brake kit 
which, of course, improves 
braking considerably. IIlus- 
trated instructions for the 
installation of the wheels 
and brake kit are provided. 
No adapters or extras are 
required. 

The wheels are engineer- 
ed for use with either 
conventional tubed tyres or 
tubeless racing tyres. 

The first batch retailed 
for about $395 for the full 
kit but following devaluat- 
jon of the New Zealand 
dollar the price of the kits 
in the next batch could be 
expected to be around the 
$500 mark. Inquiries 
regarding the purchase of 
individual components 
should be made to Call- 
ender Motorcyles at 93 St 
Aubyn Street, New Ply- 
mouth, phone 84696. 


slightly. 


New prices are detailed below:- 


Fa aes, 


We regret to announce that, as a result of Governments 
devaluation the price for the latest shipment has increased 
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*Each syste 


“INDY STYLE 


m performance tuned 


*Quality finish and exact fit 


*Allowance 


for use of oil filters, drain plugs and 


" EXTRACTOR EXHAUST SYSTEMS HONDA 350/4 500/4 
KAWASAKI 


900/4 


SUGGESTED RETAIL 


saier baffle inserts available for quite legal street use 


CHROME 
$ 134.00 
$147 .00 


$1572.00 


750/4 


BLACK BAKED ENAMEL 
$112.00 
$ 122 .00 

$136.00 


PHONE US DIRECT — NEW PLYMOUTH 84696 FOR FAST DELIVERY TO YOUR NEAREST NAC AIRPORT. 


DEALER ENQUIRIES WELCOME. 


nz.oisraisutons; CALLENDER MOTORCYCLES (Wholesale) LID. 
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series constantly in mind. 

When it was introduced 
in the 1973/74 season, the 
Marlborough series had 
the effect of encouraging 
many lesser known riders 
to become more seriously 
involved in road racing. 
Since then, a number of 
Names which might not 
have come to public light 
without the Marlboro spot- 
light have established 
themselves alongside the 
regular stars. Some have 
earned recognition via the 
Numerous _non-Marlboro 
events, either with consist- 
ently good performances 
or with the occasional 
flash of brilliance, but the 
presence of the Marlboro 
series has magnified these 
performances and given 
them more importance. 

With the ever-increasing 
number of riders who have 
the wherewithall to contest 
the series, the problem of 
who should actually be 
allowed to take a place on 
the grid grows proportion- 
ately. Whether the locals 
like it or not, competitors 
from overseas, because of 
the promotional possibilit- 
les, are almost automatic- 
ally accorded a start. There 
Is room for only so many 
high-speed projectiles on a 
given track which means 
that sooner or later the list 
of deserving candidates is 
going to be longer than the 
number of places available. 

| don’t wish to sound 
pessimistic but | think that 
Stage’ has just about been 
reached. | can think of 30 
local riders who | believe 
could justify a place in the 
series. That doesn't mean | 
think there are 30 potential 
winners. Far from it; 
anyone who follows motor 
cycle racing Is interested 
in more than the name of 
the winner. 

But it is highly unlikely 
that the organisers are 
going to permit those 30 
riders to do battle for the 
big money, especially if 
there are hordes of over- 
seas riders taking part as 
well. 

At this early stage it Is 
impossible to say just how 
many overseas riders we 
will be playing host to this 
summer. But we had a 
dozen last year and | see 
no reason why that figure 
shouldn't be improved 
upon this year. 

The International Motor 
Cycle Grand Prix Society, 
promoters of the series, 
are very much aware of the 
swell of rising local talent 
and are already giving 
thought to the selection of 
riders. Series co-ordinator, 
Malcolm MacGregor, has 
supplied NZMCN with a 


Promoters 
PREVIEW 1. sone 


It is almost four months before the third Marlboro 
Series is due to start but although New Zealand road 
racing has ground to a halt for the winter months most of 
the country's talented and ambitious riders have the 


list of riders whom he 
believes would qualify on 
current standings. 

Obviously the list is in 
no way official or unalter- 
able. In fact the main 
Purpose in releasing such 
a list is to encourage riders 
who have not been named 
to bring themselves to the 
attention of the organisers 
before the start of the 
series. One way of doing 
this Is to get on the phone 
and earbash someone with 
a bit of influence with all 
the reasons why so-and-so 
should be worthy of 
consideration. A far more 
Practical way would be to 
get results in the meetings 
leading up to the series. 

Between the time the 
Auckland club kicks off the 
new season with a meeting 
at Pukekohe on September 
27/28 and the first Marl- 
boro round, also at Puke- 
kohe, on December 20, 
there are eight road race 
meetings scheduled to 
take place. In addition 
there are one or two 
combined car/motor cycle 
meetings and the Castrol 
Six Hours Production 
event. That should give 
ample opportunity to any- 
one who thinks he's been 
hard done by to correct the 
situation. 

Another point worth 
bearing in mind is that not 
all riders are going to 
appear at all the five 
Marlboro rounds. Not 
everyone who deserves a 
place will be able to afford 
to devote so much time 
and cash to following the 
series. 

Before one begins to 
discuss the ponderables, 
there are 10 ricers who 


should be automatic 
choices. 

Ginger Molloy, the 
Huntly veteran, will no 
doubt be back on his 
improved Kawasaki H2R 
after campaigning last 
season on a _ Harley 
Davidson, 

Trevor Discombe, of 


Cambridge, who many had 
picked for a_ possible 
overall victory In the 74/75 
series, races both a TZ700 
Yamaha and an extremely 
quick TZ350, 

John Boote and brother 
Gary, 
church Yamaha 700 riders, 
can be assured of a place. 
John in particular will be a 
teal threat after his exper- 
lence in Australia and 
USA. 

Stewart Avant, another 
young Christchurch rider 
with an abundance of 
talent, should have no 
trouble filling a berth, He 
races another of the 
four-cylinder Tz700 


the young Christ- _ 


ABOVE: Christchurch production ace, 
Owen Galbraith -a likely starter ona 
Norjo Kawasaki HIR. 

Yamahas but we wouldn't 
be at all surprised if he 
turned out on a new Suzuki 
TRS500 twin later on this 
year. 

Ken Fletcher (Auckland), 
Paul McLachlan (Christ 
church) and Dennis Ireland 
(Christchurch) can all 
count on starts on their TZ 
700's as also can national 


350cc champion John 
Woodley (Blenheim) on his 
Suzuki TR 500. 

That makes nine. The 


tenth automatic choice — 


all being well — will be 
former 500cc champion 
and inaugural Marlboro 


series winner, Dale Wylie, 
of Christchurch. Wylie 
hasn't raced since his 
disastrous crash during 
Practice for the Timaru 
meeting last January. The 


crash damaged, among 
other things, his elbow, 
severely restricting the 


movement in his right arm 
but Wylie is confident he'll 
be back in shape later this 
year. He has still got his 
700 Yamaha and has a new 
TZ 250 on order. 

There are a couple of 
notable omissions from 
the above names. Steve 
Dundon of Wellington, the 
national 500cc champion, 
sold his Suzuki TR 500 to 
Woodley late last season 
and at present does not 
have a bike to race. He 
doesn't seem to have 
anything specifically plan- 
ned for this season but he 
told NZMCN that this 
didn't necessarily mean he 
was giving it a miss. 

Keith Tumer of Napier, 
another highly experienced 
competitor and former 
world 500cc championship 
runner up, wasn't up with 


the play last season 
through not having his 
own machine on which to 
compete. This year, as 
mentioned in a previous 
issue of NZMCN, he hopes 
to campaign on a new 
Suzuki TR 500 but nothing 
has eventuated as yet. 
BOB HALDANE, a motor 
cycle dealer from Auckland 
became __ the country's 
latest Yamaha TZ 700 
owner a couple of months 
ago and, depending on 
how he and the bike get 
along together (at the time 
of writing he hadn't been 
out on the machine) he, 
too, must be considered a 
Starter. Haldane is also an 
experienced rider, having 
spent two or three years 
racing in Europe. Last year 
he raced a TZ 350 In New 
Zealand and for the 
coming season he has 


built up"a new" Water-cool- "350" on which he gave a 


ed twin. 

To complete the prelim- 
inary line-up of the top 15 
Marlboro candidates, the 
Promoters suggest Rod 
North (Auckland), surprise 
winner of the 1975 NZ 
Senior Grand Prix; Steve 
Maxwell (Tauranga); 
Martyn Bayliss (Auckland); 
and Dave Ogden, also of 
Auckland. All ride Yamaha 
TZ 350's. 

Following close behind 
and billed as ‘reserves’ are 
Peter Leahy, Mike Vinsen, 
Ralph Hannan, Chris Mulli- 
gan, Owen Galbraith and 
Reg Hyde. 

In all probability, 18 to 
20 local riders could be 
expected to line up with 
the overseas riders so the 
tag of ‘reserve’ doesn't 
really mean much except 


BELOW: Auckland's Graeme 
could be a surprise addition. coer 


perhaps to emphasise that 
they will need to justify 
their inclusion during the 
pre-Marlboro meetings 
more so than the riders 
mentioned before them. 

Leahy, a former New 
Zealand representative to 
the Isle of Man TT races, 
manages Bill Russel’s New 
Lynn Honda shop and last 
season raced a TZ 350 
Yamaha. But despite fine 
performances in the mini- 
Marlboro meetings at 
Timaru and Ruapuna last 
October, he did not make 
the trip south for the big 
meetings. 

Vinsen (Auckland) is one 
of the new breed of 
exciting prospects to have 
surfaced last season — his 
first in the racing class. He 
began the season with a 
TR3 Yamaha but then 
bought Bob Haldane’s TZ 


particularly good perform- 
ance at the June Levin 
meeting. 

Many people might 
wonder at the lowly status 
which has been given Ham- 
ilton’s Ralph Hannan, who 
peddied his race-kitted RD 
350 Yamaha to seventh 
place in the first leg at 
Wanganui last year. But it 
now appears likely that he 
won't be contesting the 
series anyway. We're told 
he Is considering taking 
his family for a month's 
holiday in Australia on 
December 24. Mulligan, of 
Invercargill, is well known 
to South Islanders as a 
rapidly improving TZ 350 
rider. Northermners haven't 
had much opportunity to 
assess his abilities but he 
may well change that this 
summer — if the 
of living at the southern tip 
of the South Island can be 
overcome, 

Galbraith ( 
is one of the country’s top 
production racers and 
more recently the pilot of 
the Norjo Motors Kawasaki 
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received as a fitter. 
Typical 


| guess it all began a few 
months after | had bought 
my first moto cross bike. 
Although | was getting 
plenty of racing exper- 
ience, | had the feeling | 
was still missing out on a 
lot of riding, so | bought a 
second-hand DT2 and set 
about ‘personalising’ it. 

Only a few months had 
gone by when Yamaha 
brought out their new DT 
fange of trail bikes with 
obvious improvements in 
the frame and suspension. 
By this time | had obtained 
a YZ 250A and was attempt- 
Ing to ride moto cross and 
with the change of outlook 
which the YZ brought about 
in me, | began to think that 
the old DT2 would have to 
make way for a new 
DT250A. 

| took delivery of my new 
bike only three weeks 
before the First Raglan 
Enduro — an event | had 
decided to enter as a bit of 
a change from moto cross. 
With visions of ‘A Day in 
the Life of an ISDT Rider | 
prepared for seven to eight 
hours of hard cross country 
riding. A weight reducing 
programme (for the bike, 
that is) was called for — 
the rev counter, reflectors 
and brackets and indicators 
were removed and my own 
alloy headlight mounting 
brackets installed. A 
smaller tail light and short- 
ened, serrated footpegs 
with brackets to give the 
same riding position as the 
mx Yam were put on. A 
quick-action mx twist grip, 
which necessitated an mx 
kill switch in place of the 
stock item, and other small 
details were attended to in 
order to ensure reliability. 
But | finished well down 
the field. Such is the indig- 
nity of riding too fast and 
losing two points for every 
minute early at a check 
point. 


SKINNY-FAT TANK 


The advantages of having 
a three-gallon Don Vescoe 
'skinny-fat’ petrol tank, 
plus the thought of owning 
one of the first of its kind in 
New Zealand, prompted me 
to Import one of these 


Chris Giles, formerly of Whakatane and now 
Wellington, owns a DT250A Yamaha which he ane ue 
modified over the past few months to the stage where he 
now has a very fine enduro/trail/street bike. Chris has 
carried out the modifications and set up his bike with 
meticulous care and attention to detail and the result is a 
distinctive, competitive and highly practical multi-purpose 


YAMAHA DT25OA.. 


He's one of those guys who take their motor cycling very 
seriously, even while they are having a lot of fun. If 
something isn’t just right It has to be dealt with as soon as 
possible or else it'll drive him round the twist. The logic 
and implementation of ideas which Chris has put into 
constructing his ‘special’ is a clue to the training he has 


of someone who puts together a motor cycle 
like the one described below, Chris is not completely 
satisfied with his creation. He has new ideas and 
ambitions — his next effort will be to convert a Yamaha 
mono-shock into an enduro mount. Looking 

further ahead, the possibility of Yamaha bringing out a 
light four-stroke motor in a monoshock chassis appeals to 
him as an obvious choice of machine on which to carry out 
further development. In the meantime, here’s his story on 
the setting up of his DT 250A ‘Enduro Special’. 


...ENDURO SPEC 


plastic American tanks. 
The cost was surprisingly 
low — $50 in total, includ- 
ing air freight from USA. 
But | suggest that anyone 
who obtains one of these 
tanks in the future uses the 
mounting brackets 
supplied. They are big and 
heavy but robust. And for 
good reason! Half way 
through a two-hour 
endurance race at Putaruru 
my self-made brackets 
broke and put paid to any 
hopes | had of sewing up 
the trail bike class. 

The seat was next to go. 
After ten minutes of riding 
on the standard item | felt 
as though | was perched on 
a piece of six by one. As 
the frame is basically that 
of the pre-cantilever moto 
crossers, an mx-style seat 
seemed the obvious 
choice. Having dabbled 
with fibreglass before, | 
decided to mould the seat 
base myself. Many hours of 
work later | had the mould 
right and was able to 
complete the seat by shap- 
ing the padding and hand 
stitching the cover. 

At that time, a friend of 
mine announced plans to 
convert an SC500 into a 
street legal trail bike. He 
needed a front wheel with a 
speedo drive so | exchang- 
ed my two trail bike hubs 
— with the speedo — for 
the two mx hubs. On went 
a couple of Takasago lip- 
less alloy rims (Suzuki mx 
type) which gave a lighter 
front end and a lighter rear 
wheel complete with alloy 
sprocket. With the mx gear- 
ing and lighter weight itis a 
more suitable enduro bike 
but the bike was left 
without a speedo. This was 
rectified by adapting a 
compact Ducati 750 (7!) 
speedo drive unit to the 
front wheel and installing 
an older-type Triumph (?!!) 
chronometric speedo via a 
specially made cable. To 
our amazement the speedo 
registered correctly — well, 
within reason anyway. 

In the interim | had sent 
to the USA for a damping 
kit (Number One) for the 
front forks. This Improved 
fork action marginally and 
with ATF in them, the ride 
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is a little harsher but per- 
formance at speed and in 
ruts is improved. 


MORE POWER 


As the months rolled by | 
became more obsessed 
with the power and light- 
ness of my YZ250 — or 
should | say, the lack of 
both as far as my DT250 
was concerned. So | tried 
the carb and expansion 


BELOW: Distinctive ‘skinny-fat’ tank. 
BOTTOM: An appealing and funct- 
ional mount 


chamber from a 250MX on 
the trail bike. At the same 
time, though, to retain low 
down power and flexibility, 
| decided not to cut away 
large chunks from the ports 
although the transfer ports 
have been chamfered. 

The carb and pipe alone 
made a significant differ- 
ence to the power, once | 
had got the jetting sorted 
out. Playing with the length 
of the stinger also improv- 
ed low down _ power. 
Although the bike now has 
a power band, it is very 
broad and torque is defin- 
itely increased. The carb Is 
upinsize by 2mm to 30mm 
and after a great deal of 
playing around with jets, 
needles, and slides | finally 
think I've got it sorted, The 
main jet is 210; the stand- 
ard 60 pilot jet has been 
reamed to about a 90; a 
brass 2.5 slide has been 
gradually filed to about size 
3 and the original needle is 
used. 

Now | had more power to 
play with but there were 
still many aspects. of the 
bike that bothered me. By 


this time | had bought a YZ 
250B monoshock and rear 


‘suspension was all the rage 


— the trall bike suspension 
didn't really cut it! A decis- 
ion was made to try and 
eliminate within my cap- 
abilities, all the remaining 
hassles. 

| moulded a complete 
fibreglass air box and fitt- 
Ings to take a Filtron 
element, modelled on the 
Yamaha mx parts. In place 
of the standard oil tank, the 
smaller, more compact one 
from the mx was fitted. To 
tidy up the electrics, the 
wiring loom and battery 
were removed and a direct 
system, incorporating a 
Zener diode to absorb 
excess charge was fitted. 

Preston Petty front and 
rear guards and bash plate 
replaced the standard 
articles. A smaller tail light 
unit was moulded from 
fibreglass and the lens was 
cut down and glued back 
together. 


IMPROVED SUSPENSION 


Finally — the rear 
suspension. Koni dampers 
were obtained and married 
to 90Ib Girling springs. The 
units were moved forward 
two and a half inches at the 
top and two inches at the 
bottom, retaining closely 
the original shock angle. 
Extra long travel was sac 
rificed in a compromise to 
retain reasonable shock 
life. This modification 
improved rear wheel travel 
slightly while definitely 
aiding springing/damping 
motion — although it's still 
not up to a cantilever! 

The plastic special! A 
lighter and more exciting 
bike to ride but it still falls 
slightly short of being an 
enduro machine. It requires 
further silencing which | 
intend to do something 
about shortly. 

[Editors note: Chris has 
since made up and fitted an 
effective silencer]. 

And what has it cost 
Chris to bring his bike to its 
present state? Financially, 
somewhere in the vicinity 
of $375. But that doesn't 
tell the whole story. A lot of 
time, thought, and energy 
has gone into its construct- 
ion. That's what makes it 
special. 


Okay, so we’ve heard ail the cracks about CZ’s and we’d 
be the first to admit that they weren’t exactly at the front 
of the line when the Great Motorcycle Designer was 
handing out looks. But looks aren’t necessarily a measure 
of performance, as the actress said, etc, etc. . . 


Main trouble is that gas 
tank — it looks like it 
comes from some pre- 
WW2 British bike. It holds 
12 litres (2.6 gal) but apart 
from being ugly, you'd 
have to be a bow-legged 
cowpunch to get up over 
the tank on this one. 

Still, you don’t really 
want to go up forard too 
often, because our main 
gripe (first the bad news, 
then the good) is that 
enormous up-front weight 
which makes handling 
hairy. Obviously it's some- 
thing that needs getting 
used to, but we gave it a 
couple of days, mostly in 
Woodhill Forest, and still 
felt like we were going to 
come out of some corners 
tail-first. 

We know enduro freaks 
who rate the Strakonice 
factory CZ front forks a 
rave. But we weren't overly 
impressed. When more 
than an inch of the 170mm 
(6.692 in) travel gets used 
up just sitting on the 
thing, we get suspicious. 
It could be that our rig’s 
fork springs were sacked; 
maybe they’d used up too 
much of the 170 cc's of oil 
each side. Probably the 
latter, because even minor 
whoopdies_ squirted the 
stuff out of the vents and 
all over the ugly tank (and 


our best Amco Bull 
Denims). 
Front springing is 


The result is a very stay- 
uppable machine and the 
fact that we didn’t drop it 
once during the few days 
we had it says a lot for 
overall balance. There’s no 
bash-plate, and we found 
no need for one. 

The 21-inch front wheel 
is a massive steel pressing 
that would stand anything. 
Front and rear wheels are 
36 spokes, 3.5mm diamet- 
er and M4 threaded. The 
front hub is a machined 
alloy casting with a cast 
iron front brake liner. The 
brake Is a single leading- 
shoe type, 125mm x 25mm 
adjustable with a nut 
immediately under the 
cam. Brakes, front and rear 
were excellent on the test 
machine, stopping is 
smooth and fast, wet or 
dry. 

And the big Barum 
knobbies were fantastic... 
well, what do you expect? 

The back wheel is also 
massive and with a mach- 
ined electron alloy hub. 
The sprocket is easily bolt- 
ed on or off and a machined 
steel brake liner rivets to 
the hub. We liked the rod 
system of operating the 
rear brake; it’s adjustable 
at the shoe end and there's 
no hassle over rusted or 
gummed-up cables. It's not 
fully floating, however, and 
did tend to chatter a bit 
under heavy braking. 

The swing-arm set-up is 


Straight-line helical, the 
bottom of the leg tube 
housing the shocks, the 
piston rod fastened to the 
fork slider with an M8 
screw. Three sealing rings 
are supposed to keep the oil 
I 


n. 

The frame is solid, mild 
steel and the same as used 
on the MX version, carry- 
ing the motor low yet 
retaining 9 inches of 
ground clearance. This 
makes for a very low centre 
of gravity and a straight 
line drawn axle to axle 
would intersect  trans- 
mission and crankshafts. 


interesting, riding on a 
bronze bush in a hollow 
mounting pin filled with oil 
and plugged. Very trick 
and highly efficient. 

Rear shocks couid be im- 
proved upon. They give 9 
cm (3.54 in) travel with 6.5 
mm constant-wound 
springs. The outer tube Is a 
reservoir for an _ inner 
cylinder running a 5/8 inch 
diameter piston, and each 
side takes 60cc of hydraulic 
fluid. But there's no adjust- 
ment and given the bike for 
regular competition we'd 
think seriously of a switch 
to Konis or something 


ENDURO 


similar. 

Handlebars are the usual 
32-inch wide single-piece 
with reinforcing bar. Weld- 
ing is a bit cruddy, but 
that's a-minor detail. 

The seat is magnificent 
— comfortable leatherette 
over foam, just the right 
width and with a single 
hold-down screw at the 
back. But a lot of the seat 
design effect was lost, of 
course, when we tried to 
shift forward in the slides 
and straddle that damned 
tank. 


RELIABLE ENGINE 


The engine is efficient 
and more than .normally 
reliable. It's a _ single 
cylinder two-stroke with 
radial fin light alloy head 
and barrel joined by six M8 
bolts. The piston is a Czech 
aluminium forging with two 
rectangular-section rings. 
Con rod is steel, with 
rollers at the big end. The 
plug on the test machine 
was one of those fabulous 
P.A.L. jobs developed for 
the Czech ISDT team. It 
was a sore temptation to 
keep our sticky fingers off 
it when we took the bike 
back. 

Crankshaft is a single 
forging, the left-hand 
journal threaded to take the 


primary gear wheel, the 
right-hand coned and 
threaded for flywheel and 
magneto. 


Clutch is a dry multi- 
Plate, sealed from gearbox 
oil by aring in the left-hand 
crankcase cover. Clutch 


housing is fitted to the 


splined hub of the primary 
transmission, clutch gear 
and hub to the splined end 
of the main shaft. Housing- 
hub contact is via four 
friction and three’ steel 
plates. Five compression 
springs fit the pressure 
plate. The action is 
smooth, positive, and 
typically European. 

Three shifting forks on 
the selector cam operate 
the five gears — one down, 
four up. Changing was 
easy, but took a bit of 
getting used to after a 
session on Jap machinery. 
The throw is long and while 


ratios were good overall, 
we feel it is a bit high at the 
bottom end for enduro 
work. The drop is a massive 
38% from 2nd- to 1st, 
closing progressively to 


15% between fifth and 
- fourth. 
Torque is tremendous 


and a couple of extra teeth 
on the drive sprocket (or a 
smaller countershaft 
sprocket) would turn a 
good enduro engine into a 


near-perfect piece of 
machinery. 
The carb, a 2933 SE 


JIKOV is real Communist 

. Solid, straight up and 
no frills. It does what it's 
supposed to do: mix air 
and petrol and bung it into 
the cylinder. There's no 
choke, just one of those 
funny little diddlers that 
primes the chamber and 
gets things going. And 
they do get going. Not 
once during the time we 
had the bike did it take 
more than a couple of kicks 
to start burbling. 

Bits and pieces are a 
weird mixture of good, bad 
and indifferent. 

The grips, for instance, 
are ghastly plastic things 
that match the tank and 
look like they were made for 
agorrilla.The quarter-turn 
throttle kept sticking and 
we finished our days with 
the CZ by taking it back to. 
Alpha Distributors -on the 
trailer because no-one was 
game to ride through the 
Auckland traffic with a 
throttle that was either 
wide open or shut tight. 
Sand in the carb didn’t help 
and twice we stripped it to 


get the float moving. 
Pedals and footrests are 
excellent, as are the mud- 
guards which are so well 
shaped that flaps are unn- 
ecessary. You could finish 
riding a muddy track like 
you'd just been laundered. 
But the front one was GRP 
and we have a nasty feeling 
that had we dropped on 
something hard we could 
have been minus one front 
guard. Back guard Is steel, 
real tough and sprouting 
neat rubber bushes through 
which the tail-light/ number 
Plate bolts are mounted. 
Front and rear turning 


lights stick out like chapel 
hat pegs so we screwed 
them out and left them 
home before taking off. 
Tail-light is the usual 
Christmas tree, but secure 
enough .and” the headlight 
gives a good beam when It 
works. All the lights blew 
after the first day. . . anot- 
unusual occurrence on 
enduro bikes. 

And talking of lights, the 
ignition switch is mounted 
on top of the headlight. 

The speedo is huge, 
Czech-made and calibrated 
0-110 mph (they've GOT to 
be kidding). No idiot lights 
and no trip meter. Pity, 
because the enduro rider's 
most important instrument 
must be his trip meter. 

The New Zealand CZ also 
lacks a rev-counter — 
there's one on the model 
exported to the States — 
which meant we couldn't 
get an rpm/mph reading. 
We Just have to accept the 
manufacturers’ assurance 
that you get 20 hp at 6750 
rpm and 120 kph (74.56 
mph) top speed. 

The CZ comes with a 
driver's manual and 
comprehensive tool-kit. . . 
except there's nowhere to 
put it, the seat hingeing 
forward to reveal a nicely 
accessible air filter of the 
open polystyrene foam 
type. Perhaps too access- 
ible. . . take the bike over a 
very wet course and we'd 
recommend a bit of extra 
insulation round this area. 

The pipe Is high and 
looked solid .. . until the 


third time round Woodhill 
when the retaining 


ring 


holding tail-pipe and baffle 
section together worked 
loose and we lost the tail- 
pipe. That made for one 
helluva nolsy motor-cycle 
and another reason for 
taking It back on a trailer. 

Adding to . up-front 
weight is a horn, poked in: 
under the headlight, ‘It 
works — just — but cer- 
tainly not above half an 
exhaust system. 

Light switches are real — 
trick , with visible indicat- — 
ion of high or low power. 


The fuel petcock is an 


oddity — straight UP for 
reserve! And one good 


point about that ugly tank: 
the fuel intake hole is big 
enough to take a fireman's 
hose, let alone a petrol 
pump delivery pipe. 

A bicycle-type tyre pump 
slung between the top of 
the rear shock and front of 
the swing-arm could only 
come on a European bike. 

So what have we: 
certainly no photo model. 
We've ridden faster 250s, 
too. BUT it's a very rugged 
machine with reliable grunt 
and a heap of extras that 
might be missing on other 
bikes. It has smooth accel- 
eration, braking and gear 


shifting, excellent street 
characteristics and the sort 
of bush performance that 
might not be spectacular 
but will almost certainly 
see you running when an 
awful lot of other machin- 
ery has fallen to bits. 

It's the sort of bike that 
an amateur wrench-man 
with time and afew dollars 
could turn from so-so to 
highly competitive, and 
still be abe to street-ride it 


aroemt andl Dene future cost) 
$1288. 

Availability — throughout 
country, contact Alpha. 


SPECIHCATIONS 


Engine: 250cc single cylinder, air-cooled, two stroki 

Stroke: 64mm; Swept volume: 246.2 cc; Conareas earls sat 
Maximum output (claimed): 20 hp at 6750 rpm; Overall ngth: 
2070mm (81.5in); Overall width: 830mm (32in); Overall height: 
1120mm (44in); Wheelbase: 1400mm(SSin}; Ground clearance: 
230mm (Sin); Dry weight: 119kg (262.35!b); Front fork movement: 
170mm (6.692in); Rear shock movement: 90mm (3.543 jn); 
Carburetor: JIKOV 2333 SE; Fuel consumption (claimed): 5L/100km 
(1.09 gal/62.137 miles); Maximum speed [claimed]; 125kmh (77.67 
mph); Front wheel: 2tin x 1.60in; ir wheel: 18in x 1,85in; 
Honiton: Bias) meaner cn Cu leON, Plug: PAL 14/9-R; Primary 

ission: Gear wheels; Second. 
aolecietinery sneer vat =H transmission: Chain 5/8 In x 
my aa Led Sed: 15:22; 4th; 17:20; Sth i 68 
imm x 25mm; Test bike supplied by: Alpha Di: 
Re Rd,, Otahuhu, Auckland, ac poe DDS 
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Central 


North 


By MIKE HARRIS 


Again, as for the previous 
round, a wide range of section 
hazards were presented to 
the competitors. 

There was certainly 
enough difficulty in the 
trial for everyone to struggle 
at times. 

Greg Power (Yamaha) was 
right on form and with very 
few errors indeed completed 
the several circuits of the 
trial for a loss of only 24 
points. 

Close on his heels came 
Neil Harris (Ossa), two points 
behind. 

Both these riders were 
outstanding in the slippery 
tree root sections, consist- 
ently cleaning the most 
difficult of them where few 
other riders were able to 
achieve less than a five. 

The only other riders 
within earshot were Peter 
Lintott (Wanganui), Denny 
Turnbull (Palmerston North) 
and Warwick Young (Well- 
ington) who battled between 
themselves for third, fourth 
and fifth placings 

Besides some diabolical 
tree root sections, two other 
sections caused riders 
excitement. They were: an 


Trial Champs 
Palmerston 


Anew property was chosen for this event, adjacent to the 
confines of the Linton Military camp. 


uphill greasy hillside section 
followed by a distinctly 
muddy one which plunged 
down hill with a sharp turn 
at the bottom. 

As the uphill climbs 
became grassless with spinning 
wheels an exceptional degree 
of throttle control was 
necessary to coax a bike up 
the uneven contours of the 
hill. 

Most riders performed 
some very fancy acrobatics, 
none more so than Ross 
Hamilton who had his 
Yamaha slip out of gear 
just as he was burning 
through the introductory 
ditch leading to the hill. The 
resulting sudden loss of 
power nosedived his bike into 
the ditch and he flew head 
long over the handlebars! 

The down hill mud had 
many riders upside down, too. 
Neil Harris in fact lost the 
trial at this point when his 
front wheel slid away a couple 
of times to earn for himself 
a couple of fives. 

Owen Poad (Waverly) was 
the best of the B Grade riders 
by a long shot although it 
looked as though he would 
be sidelined with throttle 


First Round 


FIRST ROUND CENTRAL DISTRICTS TRIALS CHAMPS. 

Ina closely contested event Neil Harris (Wellington) came 
away a close victor in the A Grade class from Denny Turnbull 
(PN) and Warwick Young (Wellington). 


In the B Grade, Brett Hut- 
chinson (Wgton) ran away 
from the rest of the field to 
score an impressive first place. 

This was the inaugural event 
in a five series championship 
contest between riders in the 
lower half of the North 
Island. Other rounds to be 
held are in Palmerston North 
Wairarapa, Hawkes Bay and 
Wanganui. 

Notable on the day was 
the force of Wellington's 
wind which notched over 
80 mph on the exposed 
headland at Titahi Bay 
beneath 2YA‘s radio masts. 

Full use was made of the 
unique rocky formations on 
the sea shore but a higher 
tide than usual meant that 
some riders had to traverse 
some sections between waves! 

Most impressive in the 

difficult trio of tree root 
sections was Warwick Young 


10 


with the forward mounted 
suspension units on his OSSA 
working overtime to create a 
caterpillar - like effect over 
the largest logs. 

_ Gordon Stainton (Yamaha) 
turned in an excellent ride on 
the seaward rocks whilst 
Peter Olsen (Yamaha), an 
ever-improving rider from 
the Golden Coast, made neat 
work of the greasy hillside 
sections. 

Kevin Pinfold rode his 
usual forceful ride, demon- 
strating this it is possible to 
achieve good results ona 
125cc machine if you try hard 
enough! 
RESULTS:- A. GRADE 
N, Harris, Ossa, 38 points lost, 1; D 
Turnbull, Ossa, 41, 2; W.Young, 
K.Pinfold, Montesa, 52, 4; 
P.Olsen, Yamaha, 57, 5. 

B. GRADE B.Hutchinson, 
Ossa, 26 points lost, 1, D.Black, 
Yamaha, 31, 2; S.Alder, 34, 3. 


during round two. ;Photo by Martin 
Stewart. 

cable problems halfway 
through the trial. 
RESULTS:- 

A.GRADE 


G.Power, Yamaha, 24 points lost, 


1; N. Harris, Ossa, 26, 2; P.Lintott, 


Yamaha, 47,3; D.Turnbull, Ossa, 
53,4; W.Young, Ossa, 59, 5. 
B.GRADE 

O.Poad, Ossa, 43 points lost, 1; 
G,Hunt, Honda, 56, 2; A.Watts, 
Honda, 79, 3. 


But the overall winner of 
the three-round series was 
Trevor Clist (Suzuki RL 
250), who although coming 
sixth in the final round, put 
in three consistent rides to 
head off Peter Martin 
(Ossa 250). 

The third round, held at 
Wairoa Gorge, made good 
use of the river banks and 
adjacent wood to provide a 
variety of sections but 
section seven provided the 
real sting. It started with a 
blast up a muddy slot, then 
aright hand U-turn up a 
six-foot bank, along an 
adverse camber track, over 
a fallen tree on a 45-degree 
turn, and out. 


As the day progressed, the 
bank became more and more 


Warwick Young Manages 
Hutt Bike Shop 


Warwick Young, the English-bom Wellington rider 
well-known for his trials and moto crossing exploits, is the 
new manager of the Hutt Motor Cycle Centre, Victoria 


Street, Lower Hutt. 
Warwick was formerly a 
mechanic at Porirua Honda 
Specialists shop until it 
went out of business earlier 


TY175 Yamaha 
Shows Its Paces 


John Anderson gave the new TY 175 Yamaha its third 
consecutive win in the Auckland area when he won the final 
round of the Papakura club’s Cottingham Cup trials series. 


slippery and it took ‘fives’ 
off the entire entry at some 
time during the day. 


RESULTS: J.Anderson, Yam- 
aha TY 175, 28 points lost, 1; 
D.Cumming, Ossa 250, 29, 2; 
R.Stables, Yamaha TY 250, 32, 
3; T.Belt, Ossa 250, 32, 4; 
(fewer ‘cleans'); P. Martin, Ossa 
250, 37, 5; T.Clist, Suzuki RL 
250, 40, 6, Overall winner, 
Cottingham Cup. T.Clist, 121 
points lost, 


For high performance road and 


<> THEEAGLESTRIKES 


Your favourite dealer knows them. 
your favourite dealer about Eagle Series High 


this year, one of the victims 
of the bike sales slump. He 
still intends to compete in 
trials and enduro type 
events on his Ossa but Is 
doutful about his future 
moto crossing activities. 

The Hutt Motor Cycle 
Centre is a Harley Davidson 
and Gemini dealership and 
Warwick told NZMCN that 
the shop recently acquired 
the Kawasaki franchise for 
Lower Hutt. 


Warwick is particularly 
keen to try one of the newly 
developed Kawasaki 250cc 
trials machines but as yet 
these are not available in 
this country. As a former 
Scottish Six Days Trial 
rider, third in the New 
Zealand trials champlion- 
ship of two years ago and 
more recently the winner of 
the Ixion club's Anniversary 
Cup, 25-year-old Warwick 
would be sure to do justice 
to Kawasaki's entry onto 
the trials market. 


The Eaglo Series Motorcycle tyres, 
work. Strike 
now, Ask 


x = ao m 


Peter Ploen:Suzuki RH 250 


Small machines are not my forte. When | was sixteen 
and the proud owner of aC.B.100, it was o.k. . . . | was five 
foot five, and the machine had all | required for my daily 
travels to and from work. Now | am approaching the age 
where | receive “The key to the Door’ . . . or in 


motorcycling terms, “The key to the Z1”.. . 


and | have 


added five more inches to my frame. 


My current bike, the 
‘little four, is ideally sized 
and powered for me, and | 
have no firm plans to go up 
to anything larger. | have 
sixty miles per gallon, an 
immaculate finish, 
impeccable reliability and 
close on a hundred miles 
per hour. The latter is not 
really important but you 
know the power is there if 
you need it. When riding 
my other machine, the 
Enduro Yam, | tend to 
engulf the poor thing, and 
when I’m covered in 
weather-proof clothing . . - 
well, if you thought the 
ship in the “Poseidon 
Adventure” was top heavy . 

. baby, you ain't seen 
nothin’. 

So it was sheer curiosity 
that drew me to spend 
some time with a C.B.100 


again. Thanks for the 
trusting loan of your bike, 
Di. | remember when | 


owned one five years back, 
how | thought the bike had 
a disgusting amount of 
poke fora small motor. . . 
and how the screaming 
beastie once propelled me 
to sixty eight miles per 
hour on the Westshore 
embankment, one dreary 
afternoon. The memories 
came back fast. It was with 

an eager hand, that | turned 
on the ignition. Too much 
has already been said in 
countless magazines 
around the globe, about the 
shoddy positioning of 


Honda ignitions . . . all I'll 
say is that | once remember 
telling a fellow C.B. 100 
Owner of my intention to 
make and fit a relocation 


switch up by the speedo. | 
leant down to illustrate my 
point and intended grab- 
bing the ignition cluster . . 
. but in my clumsy haste, | 


took a handful of hot 
exhaust pipe. 
| didn’t like that. My 


buddy recommended that | 
relocate the exhaust pipe. 
He's never spoken to me 
since | hit him. 

| pulled the choke lever 
up to ‘full on’ and prodded 
the kick start lever. “Harder 
than that" said a yawning 
owner. “Years .of electric 
starters, and you lose the 
knack.” 

Di was right. | had been 
unaware that | was one of a 
growing number of two- 


wheeled aces that had 
developed “Dormentus 
Kickus" . . . or ‘Loss of 


technique in the kicking 
leg’. | use the ‘boot-the-bar’ 
start on my 350 Four 
perhaps two or three times 
a week . . . obviously not 
enough. 

Buying the Yamaha was 
having it's consolations 
now . . . though | believe 
that an apple dropped from 
two feet onto the kick pedal 
of a 100cc Yamaha Enduro, 
will swing it all the way 
through. (Believe that and 
you'll believe anything.) 

“Rumpa, Rumpa” went 
the little 99cc mill. “Argh, 
Cripes,” went the rider, 
frantically trying to extra- 
cate his leg from the 
spokes. One thing that 
struck me (literally) was 
that the start lever seemed 
to poke out rather a long 
way into my leg. | 
suggested that her father 


by Roger Moroney 
heat it and bend it in a 
little. He looked puzzled, 
then scratched his head 
and declared me stupid. 

“But it's hanging | out 
everywhere, look 
reasoned. 

“Try heating your leg and 
bending it,” he replied. 


1 drove off quickly. 
Opening the throttle 
brought the delightful 


throaty burbling from the 
shiny megaphone - - - the 
sound that sold me on one 
of these models years 


w to motorcycling and 
enthusiastic bend swinging 
and stand scraping was 
avoided like the plague. 
But now | found it adelight 
to throw around, and rather 
easy to lighten the footpegs 
by scraping rubber off their 
undersides. | didn’t feel 
fully confident, however, 


as the machine weighs only 
192Ibs, and -does tend to 
give the impression that 
any moment it will float 
forwards and upwards into 
the blue. 


back. The speed and 
mighty pulling power was 
still there. | was amazed at 
the horses it pumped out. 

Dear Mr Honda, Try 
boring out a C.B.100 to 
345cc and go put Cecotto 
back into line. Or go even 
further and belt it out to 
748cc and give Kenny 
Roberts the shake up he’s 
obviously in need of. 
Regards, C.B.100 Admirer. 

Handling is spot on fora 
sporty wee lad like the ‘Tiny 
Goldwing’. When | owned 
my little ‘Goldwing’, | was 


Stopping that 192Iibs 
plus exhuberant 20 years 
old, isno problem for the5 
inch leading shoe on the 
front, and the sensitive 
retro rocket on the rear 

The tyres were fairly new 
Bridgestones and certainly 
sucked the road surface 
well. | enjoyed the confid- 


ence that the handling 
extracted so much, that | 
began to think about 


putting the 100 units onto 
my “handles like a pig” 
350. Still haven’t managed 
to scrounge up the small 


fortune required to 
purchase a set of ‘Konis' 
for the ‘Four. I’m currently 
experimenting with shocks 
from tractors, J8 Loco- 
motives, Morris Minors and 
DC10's. The shocks from 
the DC10 work ok. . . the 
only snag Is that the bike 


weighs 2,500Ibs. To 
accommodate the 
enormous’ weight, |'m 


forced to revert to tractor 
wheels and tyres, which 
ruins the handling. | win on 
the roundabout and lose on 
the swing. Suggestions are 
welcomed. 


| decided aainst another 
65+ miles per hour, as the 
road limit is 50 and recent 
tellings of 80 m.p.h. jaunts 
have brought more than 
‘Hello there’ type glances 
from the Traffic Control 
gentlemen. 


The bike comes under 
the label of “Ideal”. It's a 
good commuter . . . in fact 
it's a perfect’ commuter. 
Well geared for congested 
city streets, and small and 
zippy enough to avoid 
drunken executives in their 
Cortinas. And it can be 
parked on half a drain or 
anywhere that takes your 
fancy. It is reliable to the 
point of being taken totally 
for granted. You know it's 


~ going to start and. keep 


going so that’s that. 

It's also totally at home 
on the highway. Moving 
along with traffic at 50 mph 
is well. within. its capabil- 
ities . . . and | know of 
some folks who've travelled 
from Auckland down here 
to Napier on the beasties. 

So the five year gap has 
been filled and once again 
Ivegrown to appreciate the 
tiny single. It's the sort of 
bike you'd like to keep in 
your room, and clean it and 
make it happy. 


1cS a matter of cycle 
—commanicawvcion.... - 
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Fifteen Honda police bikes roared out of the Blue Wing 
Honda factory at Otahuhu this month - part of one of the 
largest consignments of police The thirty-seven gleaming 


bikes ever delivered to the 
Ministry of Transport: 


GOLDRUSH 
ENDURO 


There's more than one way 


to win a gold medal in an 
enduro. 
event is taking place in an 
area which was once a thriv- 
ing goldmining community. 
The Southland Motor 
cycle club is to stage its 
first enduro, “The Swit- 
zers Goldrush Enduro”, at 
Labour weekend this year 
and much of the course will 
Pass through just such coun- 


The event will take place 
on Sunday, October 26 to 
allow Saturday and Monday 
for riders who will have some 
distance to travel. 

The course starts in the 
township of Waikaia and 
preceeds via gravel roads to 
the site of the original gold- 
mining operations near 
Waikaka, the course passing 
through sluicings left by the 
original goldminers. The 
course then connects by 
gravel roads to the main 
section of the course which 
runs up along tussock cover- 
ed ridges, through country 
mined by Chinese goldmine- 
ts, finally returning via river 
flats to Waikaia. 

The rules of the event will 
follow the ACU enduro 
rules in general format. 

Accommodation will no 
doubt be available in the 
nearby towns of Waikaka, 
Gore or Riversdale. 

In keeping with the nature 
of the event, the winner's 
trophy will consist of a 
miner’s goldpan, appropriat- 
ely finished and mounted, 
All finishers will receive a 
guitable memento of the 
event, but there again, even 
if you bog down somewhere 
€n route you just might be 

able to dig up enough gold 
to make your own medal! 

Further details will be 
available In the next issue of 
NZMCN, 


cially when the 


white cycles in the consign- 
ment all specially manufact- 
ured by Honda for police 
duty, range in capacity up to 
750cc - with a top speed of 
over 120 mph,and a combined 
value of over $60,000. 

Besides a range of special 
safety features including 
reinforced frame, double 
crash bars and warning lights, 
each motorcycle was equip- 
ped with extremely sensitive 
jewel-balanced, speediock 
speedometers for assessing 
with deadly precision the 
speed of other vehicles. 

Motorcycles will be going 
to Ministry of Transport 


depots from Kaitaia, North- 
land, to as far south as Gore, 
in the deep south. 


However, fifteen of the 
Honda motorcycles were 
ridden directly away from the 
factory by Ministry of Trans- 
port officers who rode the 
bikes straight onto the street 
and immediately began duty. 
The cycles were ridden to 
Transport Department offices 
throughout Northland, 
Waikato and as far south as 
Taupo. 

The Ministry had under- 
taken a demanding two 
year test of specially suppl- 
ied Honda police motorcycles.| 
However, the order was 
placed within 12 months 
of the start of the test. 


“Prices Cont. from Pg. 4 


most of the factory's figure 
would be taken up by 
manufacturing costs. 

In the case of the mach- 
ine which retails here for 
$2673 the factory cost 
would be $953. But the 
current domestic value is 
generally higher due to 
internal inflation and export 
incentives to the factory. 
We could therefore expect 
the CDV to be about $1056. 


The Government's import 
duty on non-British machines 
(British bikes still enjoy a 
preferential tarrif, but the gap 
Is narrowing annually) is at 
present 30.5% of the CDV 
which in this case equals 
about $322. 

The importer of this 
fictitious machine must there- 
fore pay the factory price 
($953) plus the import duty 
which totals $1275. To that 
must be added insurance, 
freight and customs agent 
charges which will amount 
to about $120 to bring the 
total to $1395. 

The importer adds his 
markup of, say, 18% ($251) 
to bring the total to $1646. 

However, then comes the 
big crunch, - a 40% Sales tax 
on that total which bumps 
the price up by an incred- 
ible $658 to $2304 which 
is the wholesale price of the 
bike. 

But then the motorcycle 
retailer also has to make a 


living so he adds something 
like 16% ($368) to arrive at 
the grand total of $2673 
which is what you, the 
motorcyclist, must deduct 
from your bank balance if 
you want the bike. 


The system outlined 
above also applies to the 
smaller, less expensive motor- 
cycles for, unlike cars which 
have a tiered system of sales 
tax ranging from 30% for 
vehicles under 1350cc 


through to 50% for those 
over 2700cc, motor cycles 


are subject to a blanket 40% 
sales tax whether they bea 
50ce stepthrough or a 1200 
cc ‘superbike’. 


The strange thing is that 
New Zealand has no 
manufacturing plant to 
protect with these high taxes. 

Even if the import duty 
and sales tax percentages 
are left as they are the cost 
to the public would be 
reduced considerably if 
those same taxes were 
applied by a more straight- 
forward method. 


In the case of the larger 
tourer already mentioned, 
if both forms of tax were 
calculated on the factory 
cost of $953 instead of by 
the strange system explained 
above, the end price would be 
$2309 instead of $2673-a 
reduction of $364, 


—— 


DUNLOP RACING 
TYRES (oranda new) 


Gx 350 x 18 KR83: sucker type rear $49.00 each. 
6x 325 x 18 KR84: front $45.50 each. 


WILL SELL SEPARATELY OR THE LOT FOR $550.00, 


Contact D.Wood, 721-067 day. 863-427 evening 
or write to P.O. Box 3040, Wellington. 


LAURIE SUMMERS 
LIMITED 


NEW ZEALAND DISTRIBUTORS FOR 


B~E KAWASAKI 


SPARE PARTS, ALSO A LARGE RANGE OF EARLY JAWA, 
C.Z. AND N ZETA SPARES AVAILABLE. 


83-89 MOUNT EDEN RD 
PO BOX 840 PHA-329 
AUCKLAND 1 


Harley-Davidson 


A full range of Harley Davidsons is available 


HUTT MOTORCYCLE CENTRE 


82 Victoria St. Lower Hutt 
(Under Ewen Bridge) Ph: 661-487 


No 1 IN 
AUCKLAND 


* BEST INSURANCE We challenge 
you to better our rates. 


* BEST FINANCE Unlimited funds 
for deals - compare our rates, we 
know the best. 


BEST USED BIKES You get 
6 months or 6000 miles written 
warranty 


BEST WORKSHOP 4 Honda 
mechanics at your service 
lowest charge out rate in 
Auckland 


BEST TRADEINS Come and 
haggle @ price with John or 
Will, we enjoy bargaining, 


HONDA Beccles 
ABETTERDEA 20 Jellicoe Re Panmure 
Leos Ph 674-723 676-721 


FRC 


3 


SUBSCRIBE TD 
MOTO 


GOODSYEAR 


“HARLEY DAVIDSON 
TYRES 


Suit FLH’s, also suitable 
for choppers. 

510x16 Black $38.00 
510x16 Double White Wall 
$40.00. 

510x16 Super Fat White 
Wall $42.00 

Also Tubes $6.50 each. 


IN STOCK NOW. 


CALLENDER 
MOTORCYCLES 
(WHOLESALE) LTD. 
93 St Aubyn Street, 
New Plymouth, 
Phone 84-696. 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
THE FAMOUS 


JAWA: 
CZ 


Than most major 
competitors 


Yes, the Jawa 350 cc bike js 
a value machine Dull wilh 
the same technology that 
Nas gained eleven 
consecutive wins for Jawa al 
the International Six Days 
Trials, 


Jawa 350 cc $840 
For ail the righ! reasons 


From she same stable comes 
the Moto-cross World 
Championship bred CZ 
bikes. proud holders of the 

Motor Cycle of the Year” 
{Hille awarded by the FM. in 
Maly, 1974 


CZ 175 ce Troll $605 
For ail the righ reasons 


Detinwted by 


For Details: Contact your 
local Jawa/CZ dealer, 
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Castrol Pulcekohe 
Meeting Heralds New 


Road Race Season 


The 1975/76 road racing season kicks off on September 
27 when the Auckland club stages its Castrol-sponsored 


Pukekohe meeting. 

Included on the eight- 
race program are the 29th 
NZ Junior TT, for machines 
of up to 250cc; the Castrol 
Classic, for A-graders on 
machines of 245cc and over; 
the One Hour production 
event, the first round in the 
three-round South Pacific 
series; and a new event, the 
Geoff Perry Memorial race, 
for machines of up to 500cc. 

Prize money on the day 
amounts to $1500 and all 
classes except sidecars are 
catered for. A big entry is 
expected and most of the 
country’s top riders will no 
doubt be anxious to get in 
some pre-Marlboro practice.. 
The opening round of this 


Sal 


season’s Marlboro series is 
at Pukekohe on December 
20. 
Although the meeting is 
scheduled for Saturday, 
September 27, the following 
day has been set aside as a 
possible alternative in case 
of inclement weather. 

The Geoff Perry Memor- 
ial race will be held over 
eight laps while the Castrol 
Classic will be run over 10 
laps and the Junior TT, 12 
laps. 

Further rounds of the 
South Pacific Production 
machine championships will 
be held on December 20 and 
at the International GP in 
January. 


SWING TO TWO WHEELS 
CONTINUES. 

The trend towards power- 
ed two wheelers in Britain 
continues to gain impetus. 
Figures for the sale of motor 
cycles, mopeds and scooters 
for the period January to 
June 1975 show an impres- 
sive 37 percent increase over 
the same months last year. 
A total of 128,480 machines 
were sold in the first six 
months of this year compared 
with 93,907 during the same 
period in 1974. 


NORTHERN TRIALS GROUP 
Five clubs in the top half 
of the North Island have 
formed a new trials group. 
The clubs, Auckland, Wang- 
arei, North Shore and One- 
hunga, have not as yet 
organised a championship, 
but they will run events up 
to the end of the year, and 
make up grading lists, etc. 
with a view to starting a 
championship next season. 
Both A and B grades are 
catered for‘and at least one 


Auckland dealer is backing 
the group's activities. 


DE LACY RETIRING? 

We hear that Hamilton’s 
Murray de Lacy, who finished 
a close runner up to Gary 
Boote in the national 250cc 
championship last season, is 
to quit racing in favour of 
yachting. The cost of doing 
a complete season, with 
rising machine and parts 
prices, is believed to be the 
reason for Murray’s decision. 


BIKES FOR RAFFLE AT 
ONEKAWA GP 


The Napier club Intends to 
raffle two motorcycles in 
conjunction with its eighth 
Onekawa GP, for which 
permission for road closure 
on October 25 was granted 
by the Napier city council 
recently. 


Mrs Willy McKenzie, the 
club's Grand Prix secretary, 
told NZMCN that for the 
betterment of the sport and 
to safeguard the circuit, a 
maximum permissable 


noise level of 95 decibels» 
will be enforced. 

Prize money has been 
increased to more than 
$1500 but entry fees remain 
at $3 per race. 

The programme will still 
gontaind3 races but with a 
reshuffle of production 
machine events 
(production races will be 
run according to cc ratings 
of up to 400cc and 401cc 
and over, with two races 
each) the sidecar boys have 
had to forfeit a race. 

Entry forms and posters are 
now being printed and 
should be available very 
soon. 


GO -AHEAD FOR PORIRUA 
GP 


The go-ahead has been 
given for the Porirua 
Grand Prix to take place in 
the Porirua city centre on 
November 23. Application 
from the Ixion club was 
approved by the Porirua 
City Council by-laws 
committee recently. The 
accident which occurred at 
last year’s event 
concerning Graeme 
Meiklejohn’s out of control 
Trident and a group of 
spectators stirred up a 
certain amount of public 
feeling against staging the 
GP again but the 
committee decided that 
permission for the event be 
granted subject to the 
normal safety measures 
laid down, and new 
measures indicated by the 
club. 


AUCKLAND AUTO SHOW 
What is being billed as 
New Zealand's biggest auto 
show will take place at the 
Auckland showgrounJ be- 
tween October 24 and Nov 
ember 3. Motorcycling will 

be well represented, with 
stands occupied by the four 
Auckland clubs presenting 
different aspects of motor 
cycle sport. Also, the 
Honda Owners’ club will be 
represented. 


ASKEW’S NELSON H&H 

Nevil Askew (Honda CR 
125) won the Nelson club's 
two-hour hare and hound 
event from John Harris 
(Honda XL 175) and Stew- 
art Greig (Honda SL 100), 
proving that seniority of age 
isn't always a handicap. 
Nevil, the oldest rider in the 
event, was the quickest 
rider around the fast, four 
mile circuit. 


WGTN JUNIOR MX: 
James Symes dominated 
the over 100cc mx class of 
the Wellington District 
moto cross school’s 
August 17 meeting, winning 
three of the four races and 
coming third behind Tony 
Dixon and Clint Stringfellow 
in the final race. Dixon 
continued his winning ways 
by figuring prominently in 
both the 60-90cc and Under 
100cc mx classes, taking two 
wins in each class. Glen 
Campbell won three of the 
four 50cc Open events 
while the mini bike class 
again proved very competit- 
ive, Andrew Keszegi coming 
out on top with two Wins 
and a third place. 


DISCOMBE & STEELE 
SELL 350's 

Top Hamilton road racers 
Trevor Discombe and Mike 
Steele have both sold their 
Yamaha TZ 350 machines. 
Unfortunately, this news 
did not come to light until 
after the article on ‘Marl- 
boro Starters’ on page six 
had already been set. Dis 
combe will concentrate on 
his four-cylinder TZ 700 
which has recently been 
equipped with forward 
mount rear shocks while 
Steele does not anticipate 
any further purchases. He 
will, however, participate in 
long distance production 
events. 


HAWKESBURY 

One of the best Hawkes- 
bury road race meetings for 
years looks set to take place 
on October 11. This Marl- 
borough club‘s annual event 
is always popular with ‘grass 
roots’ road race followers 
and.enthusiasts as well as 
the keener competitors but 
in the past it has suffered 
from lack of prize money 
and little advance notice. 
But this year the organising 
club is offering almost 
$1100 in prize money and 
entry forms have been freely 
available. The program is the 
same as last year’s - three 
races each for racing class, 
production bikes and side- 
cars. This year could well see 
the pits on the outside of 
the circuit at Blue Gum 
corner. 


HAMILTON CLUB'S 2ND 
ANNUAL ENDURO 

The Hamilton Club is 
stageing its 2nd annual 


» Enduro on Saturday, 11 Oct- 


ober at Waerenga, 12 miles 


SWITZERS 


GOLDRUSH 
ENDURO 


SOUTHLAND—. 26th OCTOBER 1975 
See N.Z.M.C.N, Mid September for entry form, 


2 WEEKS IN FLORIDA 


Paeroa, 


DATONAY? 
rGRD 


JET AIR NEW ZEALAND 


TOUR ARRANGED BY: 


. Normamby Rd., Paeroa 
Full details & booking forms: 


Graham Dickson Motorcycles Ltd., ‘ 
Normamby Rd., 


ee a 


atin 


of Te Kauwhata 

The course will be approx- 
imately 60 miles of varying 
terrain ranging from bush 
tracks, river beds and stock 
tracks to hilly open grass- 
lands. 

The event will be run ina 
clover leaf pattern, returning 
to the control check point 
after each loop. Each rider 
will be allocated 1000 points, 
losing these through failure 
to keep time and for any 
machine defects during mac- 
hine examination. Special 
tests will be conducted so 
that riders may gain bonus 
points. 

As well as normal prizes, 
medals will be awarded as 
in ISDT events. Entry fee 
is $4.00 and entries close on 
27 September. Entry num- 
bers will be limited so be 
in early. 

Further details and entry 
forms are available from the 
Enduro convener, Tom 
Brodie, 149 Grey Street, 
Hamilton East. Ph 64641 
Hamilton’ 


FOR SALE 

SUZUKI 125cc, road bike, 
year 1973, excellent condition, 
motor just been reconditioned, 
@ great commuters bike, only 
$350.00 o.n.0. Ring Pete 664- 
722 Wellington or call at 63 
Victoria Street, Lower Hutt. 


FOR SALE 

YAMAHA TR3 Convertible to 
TZ350, engine just reconditioned, 
also spares, $1600 0.n.o. Contact 
P. Duffy, 22 Caldwell Road, 
Woodbourne, Blenheim. 


FOR SALE 
YAMAHA TR2B. |mmaculate 


$65.00. 


spares for racing. 


1771; a TYRES 


DUNLOP KR96, 350/525 x 18 rear, 398 compound, wet or 
dry tyre, ideal Z1 Kaw, TZ750, TR750, TR500, 750 4 etc. New 


DUNLOP KR83, 350-460 x 19 ideal rear for Commardo, Manx etc. 
Sucker pattern, $35 used; also 350 x 18 sucker $25. 

DUNLOP 350M, Special rear as on TRS5O0II!, 2 worn, mighty 
compound ideal TR3/TZ350/TR500, wet or dry $20.00. 
DUNLOP KR96 rear superbike tyre, used, $35. 

Also various krober coils & boxs, new front cerani forks, metisse 
forks, CZ380 barrell (factory) and pipe and more new.and used 


‘85 MOORHOUSE, 
[AVENUE L.MLV.D. 


CHRISTCHURCH 


condition. Twin discs. Complet- 
ely rebuilt for coming season. 
Spares. Genuine reason for selling 
$1550 0.n.0, Contact Ross 
Andrew, 13 St. George Street, 
Timaru, Ph 3739, 


FOR SALE 
RH250 || SUZUKI. 
As new only 2 months old. 


Genuine enquiries to; Dave 
Crown, Lakeside Suzuki, 
Ph Taupo 1075 or 1213K. 


FOR SALE 

HONDA TL 125 Trials, lights 
excellent condition - One year 
old. $600.00 o.n.0. Contact: 
Pat Spires, 117 Edgecomb Road 
Tauranga, Ph 83664. 


FOR SALE 
YAMAHA TR2B. Motor 
rebuilt and numerous spares. 


_Krober ignition, Very, tidy. 
Paul Knight, 18 Collie Road, 
Pukekohe, Ph 89-827. 


FOR SALE 

YAMAHA TA 125. Perfect 
and original condition. Only 
raced twice - never dropped, 
First to see will buy $1,200. 
Phone Upper Hutt 85403. 
WANTED 

Forks, front wheel, steering 
head suitable Kawasaki 350 
enduro! Ashton, 1 Maugham 
Drive, Bucklands Beach, Ph 
Howick 46-583, 


Marlboro - cont. from Pg 6. 
a Ducati 750 Super Sport 
— that's the desmodromic- 
valve model on which he 
has recently lavished much 
attention and many dollars 
to convert it to “Daytona 
200” specifications. This 
involved both engine and 
frame modifications and 
has resulted, we're told, in 
a very competitive 
machine. It will certainly 
add interest to the series, 
particularly If Hyde brings 
the bike north as well as 
competing in the South 
That leaves a lot of 
unmentioned names — 
names which could very 
well find themselves in the 
reckoning after a couple of 
noteworthy performances. 


Some spring immediately 
to mind. Graeme Crosby 
(Auckland) gained valuable 
experience during the last 
series aboard a Kawasaki 
HIR. This year we hear he's 
building a very special 
Kawasaki 900. 

Fellow Aucklanders Alec 
MacLeod and Warren 
North are newcomers to 
racing class but have 
promising futures. 

Mike Steele, who now 
manages W. White's shop 
in Hamilton, came over 
from Australia for the two 
previous Marlboro series. 
He finished eighth overall 
in the first series but after 
taking a fourth and a fifth 
at Wanganui last year, he 
dropped out of the series 
with machine trouble. But 
Steele Is undecided as to 
what his 75/76 plans are 
and in the mean time, the 
bike is up for sale. 


Then there's Garry 
Turner, Ray Dumpleton, 
Chris Woodmass and 


others who could exacer- 
bate the issue. For many, 
of course, it won't be so 
much a matter of ability as 
having the means to 
seriously contest the 
series which will be the 
determining factor. 


here's something to cover up that 
grotty wallpaper in your room... 
A Poster of John Boote riding 


his Levi's TZ750 Yamaha 
‘FO 20in. x 30in. 


I wish to purchase 


Send remittance to: 


seccccccnccssencccccenccescsccsccessvecsccessvesssessscssccsssnces Cut OUt COUPON 


copy (ies) of the John Boote poster. 
l enclose a cheque/postal note for $.. 


FOURMAN HOLDINGS LTD 
P.O. Box 883, 
WELLINGTON 


O 


printed on good 


quality art paper 
O full colour 


© 


a bargain at 


“ S1 50 Pius 8cents 


Postage 


($375 for 3) 


Rb eeaneenersranagunsceestereee 


